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NAKAJIMA Ki.43 HAYABUSA I—Ill 


Tn a maner of minutes World War 2 would come 
‘a end. Te an approaching mudnight the Tes of Augost, 
1943, and a P-St lack Widow of the USAAP Si8uh 
Night "Fighter Squadron bacd ip ‘the (Rputyas as 
aching 2 night dying Japuocse fuer. Le Cine, te 
pt, aod. radar operator Dale Leford vaualy tented 
Bae an." Oscar an they forced st closet and closet t0 
the water. They watched it explode ay i smacked into 2 
wave, By the ume ther Pol touched down again at Tt 
Shinai vas uurty minutes sfter mudniphe oo he mocaing 
fof August 15th. The Puce War was olScally over, aod 
their punless "kil way the last sirso-sir scare of the 
TE was fiting that the final Japanese Army Air Force 
lows should he's Naksima Kia Tope 1 Paghtcr Hava 
thom (Peregrine Fakon) the Oscar of Passe theatre 
fy. conned the Hayapans cnis pce & ome 
the very few fighter sreratt of World War 2 v0 texan 
in active combat and production fom the fixe day of the 
Wear to the ht. ft wasn't the Hayabua'y outsanding pet 
viat kepe i im Sint inc serve that ng Whale 
this may have teen the case at the bepinnmg ef se Com- 
bat career in December 19, the pracucaties of desperate 
feed and production case Lopt f there over tbe pears 
Even the ef of WW2 failed termite the Faison 
‘ater, apd some were wll ip serve scrom the expanse 
‘Sf the Onent unl the 1950". ‘Ths bs the sory of tat 
Yang cater. 


Origins and Initial Production 
"The ostsanding soeses ot the Naksima Ki.27 Type 
‘97 Bigier (eee AIRCAM No. Is) bad establaed chit 


‘ngincer Hideo Itokawa 20 the dean of Japanese Army 
Sghner designer. Wah thi one dewgn the Nakajima Al 
raft Company (Nakajima Hikobs KR) coded Kawasaki's 
SEiece roe the prume supplier of Army fightery 2 
DPostion beld bythe Smaller fh by wrt of comsiesty 
Sieming 2 scree of denen competion, With sceeion 
Sf te Natajmne Ki 27 design, the JAAP tonlly rejected 
{he desgms of the other tro thdaeg rms for the 

SF Peghcr contract “The ting of tht vctoy was pare 
cally appropriate for Nakajima, for a ne atfade 
‘ward Army ‘urrat deven competion: wae sweeping 
tree Amy Air Hesdguarcts in Tokyo, The fanatic cont 
eed by the masufacturing fens sm an Open competi 

‘where there could be oely one winner imposed Hance 
Bandcas on these producer wfich couldn longer be 
tiicmced by the em, Poltial prewure to eliminate the 
forapenive sclcton of aircraft wah applic By" Mise 
SER Sod Kawauahr and’ reached taro Whe hala of the 
Tapancie Dict, ard membcrs of his legisatve body 
pused the werd i 90 uncertain term to. Army Alf 
‘Tun atthe ver time when the JAAF was considering 9 
{oliow-an design to ther new Type 97 Fighier they were 
Festazied fo the sclcaon of 4 hngle supplier, At thit 
‘omen Notaima sto alone 2 the producer of modern 
Tooople figntes forthe TAAF. In Decemisr of 1957 
tbe Bim receved evelopment contract with the acct 
Kim (Airframe Number) ‘Ki #3 desipnaioa fa next 
eneraton fpiter 10 replace the Ki. 27; By the beeing 
SF'1938 dentncr Tacks tad ase a sual of eae 
ecers sod draemcn ia the Army: Design Seton a 
Solis aod had start prcliminary wings While 
the Ki 43 would ultimately become the Sowa numer 


cally designated aircraft in. the 40-series of Ki. numbers 
tp reach preduction, fe Would be among the hat to teeee 
{hia acceptance. An agonizing ‘thee years of acres, 
fares “and. success confroned in "designs ed 
production engineers before the fll promi of fs espn 
fan real 

“The ‘nil specs called for an aircraft that wa 
ffunocuyerable the Ri. 27, yt capable of greater pee, 
faster climb and longee range, While adherence ass 
Fequicements for the fighter would have_ given the TASS 
the" wtp alr dey te seeing hn prorat 
was ‘beyond ‘the capabilites of the ctrent Rancoriee: 
iS dive Ri, 43 on euged, By «commie, snd 
Hooked it. When che fest Ki 4301 prororpe eis ee 
pleted on December 12th, 1938, the Seigting Salt Sens 
ot particularly proud of their efforts The ‘iesgn Sone 
sesions forced ‘Upon ‘Ttokaws soon" backssed® When 
Nalaiima’s on tests were fine cooducted oa Re 400} ot 
hima Aireldt Gu in Jay 1939 8 wae obvi we 
‘riginal specs would’ nor be met. ‘Two more, proweyes 
ete completed, Ki 4302 in February andl Ke Gee 
‘March, and entered the Army test programme io Marca 
1939, ie “wa standard JAAP. prockdure to bails tne, 
rowoypes, est them, and either drop the patie 

‘With the arvval of crack Army pilots used to fying the 
maori Ki, he Kens unr wal Tee 
Fepors ‘were turned in’ quietly, 43 protorypes 
EF si nesponsve te controls, and slow. he Bese 
ing gear was diticult to retract, the aircraft was too here, 
ana the cockpit cover was awioward. All of tin wes aor 

hhurdul 98's modiied Kir 27-Kat had bees So 

OSH wh tect inding gear at bncred tc 
Ki 43% performance. Folowing long-winded dactenicns 
hd reports about the superior manccsversbazy of te 
27, which most Army pile were then tying whos ty 
cockpit covers, the KE 43. was fsly teioked or Ane 
Sonsideration ind the malter war considered as droped 

it docan' tke a manufacturing company ny 
1 major financial crisis when they are asbed © five at 
8 dot ‘fee engineering time and advices ihe oy 
fxpentve. produc they have tol 
the Rad 


sd come out of the Ki. 43 experience, and that was the 
Sera, ass of ew power: plat "This" 
Rito ede ins Tdal crio tat 
Greer American power punts Tr wos dengmatel Ge 
12 fod ee Fao he ki ea 
sesewed “for production as the Naksina “Type 99, 330 
Kip engine, thus beating the production acceprance of iy 
pliform alcraft by two Yeats The Ha 33" went oa 10 
Sits, famed Shae series of power plans Wed on the 
Misabishi AGM Zero-senvercs of Japanese naval fighters 
‘The sory of the Ki 43 would pevmally hove Seat 
bere “cacept forthe perntence of the design and oo 
Sal of Nakajima. “They had too much in the proket 
re up, and did’ oot ote abate thle pontion 
3 4 JAAP ‘igher producer. This te they aide ites 
1. Amy dit thr om ay, unde 
spaplcte redesign programme, The fs of the naw Re a 
Ka protorypes ‘was completed in November 1939 at the 
KE Biot To be flowed Gy four more aad teh 
sdisional ve withthe lst Ri. 4313 prestype completed 
iB September 1940. This tine around every Wek ine 
deiner book was applied, with variations in const: 
$a, fing power ‘Plant’ and armameat being” tied 
‘Protorypes Ri. 4303 and Ki 4313 even mounted sdanced 
Ha 103 versions of the Ha. 25 power plant A varieyrat 
armaments were also tried on the new prowoyee Gia, 
Se Se mein i cr ade 
oF the fighter. By the tine prototype Ke ASI? was betes 
‘ested i autumn 1940 the Gesign eas fatiy wel rome 
aod production approval was under Consideration, Prot 
iprs Ke 4313 cloched the design and ocd = Bee: 
Ay* combat aps. a technical feature that made the Ki 
43 oc of the toost dangerous fighters it the tir ot the 
dart of the Paciic: Wat. Past applied to prow Ee 
4311, his device “was uniquely Japanese dnd we ule 


imately copied by other nations. These wide ‘chord flaps 
‘ould’ be ‘dropped ‘in combat, revsling ‘n'a greatly et 
Grewed controable wing ares. ‘The KL 43's menenver 
bility could ‘thus’ be" instamly eahaneds giving the ait, 
aft a phenomenally tight turning radios ae he steal: 


Beat a slower” reacting opponent. The JAAP'S 

iopian fighier way now realty, and ‘on Janiety: 

I, Nakajima "wa "oficial informed of producdon 
apprival of the Ki 43. an the Type t Fighitr 

lution stared at Nakajima's Ons plant fa’ April a 

the Model a, 2 pre-production model uled 10 se Sp the 


tooling and ion the bug, out ofthe production He. 
the end of Jame the Medel ly wae Gmed gue se Be 
sip gmat Too sedan ln fe "Br 

i 


fend of September the Model Tb line was converted 
Model. Tey with two 


“The Falcon enters the fight 
‘One ofthe bist heen Yo come out of the Sino 
Japanese "Tnciden™ wan" Captain Tate ‘Kato, som: 
Irnnderof the 64th Ai Combat Regimens, ands ylctn 
OF vce eats of aera combat over hans, Race 
fd Outer Monga Kao. wat anos Ramboyant per 
tonality who had the iopty and afleson of is mens 
Young ood loos, neler cys and bandcbarmacstache 
Inde good Pres and his courage heched Up the tome 
Tew only tara that this Super-Hero shou have te 
of the fit crac at the. Acme new fiheer, so Rates 
Suwa sted for inal dsivercs, Whik. the pres 
fepontd” Kato astgument to the Ary: Called in 
Japan, the ok war ald back to Japun and undosk 
iemive. programme of presigh acral fight 
em on the Rea These sevens ol war ibe Sr 
tins withthe Unied Suter wera ut termi 
ited andthe 64h slowly came peclent nthe we of 
thet new mun 
Joining the 6th in its aerial adventare was he Sth 
A Combat Repiment, own throughout Japan by 
fashy lihening tripe murkings oo it Ric 27 arcah a 
October ot 194 the 39th man aesdy in taing wih the 
Hiyabn at Tachictwn, The th had received 
{Type Fighters inthe ite summer and fl fe yur 
‘Trnhing wat aclerated ws the yar came 0 3 lve’ ad 
the almost phyeal and enitemental terion of the pnt 
tony of ‘political acti drew to ‘uma’ con" 
Sf, You cuit ely thre ha tea 
wi the A'BeD Pomes Chmercan, Beak aed Berets 
Ine ia'Novemier ap in the int few day of December 
194 may nor have been offi ye vaw accurate Then 
faddeniy, on December thy OAL Gapancae time) in 
‘Sci ohn atch crow the bree fronts i 


age 


Philippines, Hong ‘Kong, and Malaya. “Move- 


ment of JAAP units into Thailand, including the 59th 


jaction became fully on-stream JAAP 
units were rapidly re-equipped or newly created. The tat 
Fighter Regiment converted from the Ki 27 to the Ki. 43 
br, cry 92 "on Burma, aod later the ‘Dutch East 
[adicn 


hopin showed up in 
Burma the eastern fringes of Indi ‘wih ayabuse 
fahery in Febrsry and June of 192. From tn point 
{Srward the erier Ki 27 Type 97 Fighter beads 
Fam he mat sae, ts Ge gabon ig 
fame as toh opponent, nda arate Wek Mb 
eu doe sParent 

New unto were ali formed. The, 65h Light Bomber 
Regiment converted fo Hayabany md sted fe for horns 
fcence"in Chosen, Known 0 the ‘Ais ay Rosa od 
Manchowku, » Japanese tatlitenabon mde up a the 
three northern, provinces a Chinn and’ Known to. he 
‘ile Manctura. The Ki 27 coumer-Sevet pacts 
in Maschoukwo were stengthncd ‘by. Hayebuns Of ie 
few, disrd Repiment. The thy tadepeent” Fasine 
Gorpany in Chinn recived ICL 3-te models prior ts 
fees. pone May 14 Te db an a 
fndependeat” Fighter Companies, oth dopiched 
‘rm ithe ite spring ae scnmer of 194, received 
KO" epee a rail equipment. The japanese 
‘Atay Falcon had ake outs verona nape 
fd Toned aif hot might ep al the ier Bs 


Te wase’t unt the advent of two completely discon- 


Balowe The sane photoah was vied by th 


fected events within months of each other that 
Bus's bubble” of invincibility “was filly burt Bot 
When. the image Joes camo, it was rapid Albed plot. 
woon learned that fart passes at 2 Hayat, with a Some 


plete avoidance of dose-quarters ‘combat, gave ther 
heavier rcrafe an advanage. When's virally inst 
Ki 43-te was downed at Chimagong ‘ear the Indie 


border in dhe spring of 1942, with only the undersides 
Samaged, the Alles nally bad a reseach prac 

fevealed ‘other weaknestes of the Hayabuss i combat 
‘The capuired aircraft, 2 Hayabusa of the 2od. Company, 
50th Fighter Regiment, alo revealed mach about Japanese 
‘Bomencature and regimental markings. Soon macy Haye 
ast wrecks were being exhibited im Tada, and Gyable 


examples were under’ fest bythe Australis “the 
Nationalist “Chinese and'the American Aw’ Foeccs i 
“The second event was a far more telling one, yet its 


significance was not Tecognized ‘by the Allies for some 
time, The Japanese populace, and specifically the JAAF, 
‘i immediately. ‘On May 23, 1942, Japan's greatest 
ig hero, Lieut, Colonel Tatco Kato, having fost 
downed a British Blenheim bomber as hi 38th “Mall”, 
‘war suddenly missing in action, He di oot return after 
Sortie over the Bay of Bengal While f war thought 
that @ Brith Hurricane shoe bien down, his fate remains 
Unknown. ‘Thus Japan's ational Beto disappeared in 
Shroud of mystery, without physial temainr to presat 
to his ancestors. fa 3 catharss of agooy. and fepestance 
3c entre Japanese Empire observed his death. The tod 
of national depression Seemed to indicate thatthe end of 
fone phase of the war was over, and another was aboot 
to begin. Kato tas elevated two ranks pouthomouay fo a 
‘Air Force Major General, bi regiment having scott 268 
Victories under his command. Later in the year 4 sane 
Of Kato Would be erected in the Hall of the War God at 
the Akcoo Army Fiving School as an isapistion to fanare 
JAAP pilots "The timing of Kato’ death almost sxmed 
to be based oa clairvoyance, for one month later the 
Bawle of Midheay war over andthe course of the war 
had changed. 


‘The Hayabusa comes of age 

"Toe theory behind obsolescence-at-delivery is that any 
prodaction fem cam be improved, wih the newer madel 
Nepping ia to tminain production a8 ibe eater model 

reached ts peak of ‘usefulness. “This is pariculaely 
uc ‘of well engincered auterafty and can be continued 
‘ghia and again as long a the airframe shows promise, 
‘The Ki 43 war the JAAP best example of such renew: 
able design vitality. 

"As the Model fc Hayabusae flowed into combat, ex- 
periments were being conducted om the airframe in order 
© improve i performance and capability. ‘The fst of 
‘what eventually fod to Gve Ki 42-11 prototypes as com- 

gf Nakajisa's experimcatal shops at Ota in Feb- 

25 the Ki 43-Le was proving itself superior 
to the surviving RAF, Royal Austraban, American, Dutch 
Sed ocber Alled sucraft in arma and the Dutch East 
nis. Many small deails were refined or added on the 
new Ki 43-11 incoding an optical gun sight, mode 
plot armour of 13 mm. steel, an improved radiator, re- 
Engionered swing tips and a complete re-routing of the 
Hae gpeme fe sagomade he powedal sew 
1120 up. Nakajima Ha. 115 power plant selected for the 
second-generauon “Hayabusa, the latter an advanced 
Sevclopmneat of the Ha 25° serca. The, room was eo 
‘ocded for the addition of a two-stage superchinger 

As the five protorypes were modified, re-evaluted and 
tested Berwreen February and May 1942, plans were made 
to cogver the Nakajima production lis at Ota to the 
ins Ke 43lla production model without undue delay, 
erain pects Tere fonen “no the ‘vgn, ining 
the armament of bw Ho. 103 Type 1 machine guns 
127mm, plus provisions for two 30 ky. bombs and up 
12 rwo 280 bombs for apecal nad, ‘The ara 
Fevisoos and wing strengiheniag Tequired to carry this 
Sem oad remained with the Ri, 43 design throughout 
the remainder of i career, raking this the standard 
Semameat forall future production models, As the years 
Droprened thi armament heeame ineresingly inadequate, 
Jet it remained until the very last Hayabusa model, 

Tn. masepice of producion eapocering the KL 


43-tla was phased into the ines at Ors with the Sint 
edu ie ip November 12 Wii ty iy te 
hasta rate fuction was ninning smoothly 
caceeding that experienced with 


the Ke aie While 


ths peat you, The whole Kea tas dropped in November 
‘of the poorly-anembled fighters Baring 


‘eos 


rade it gute evideat that the changes being made in the 
Hlayabuna were not keeping up with the times. In June 
1942, even at the Ki 43'ia model was, healized or 
production, Nakafama experimented with a further modi- 
EiStion of the Madel 2 By the end of August, and third 
few prototype, the base concepts of the’ Ki 43-11b 
ode! were exablisbed. Slated far Tachi production, 
the Ki" 40 IIb had its wings clipped and a simple jet” 
‘fect exhaust mounted in place Of the open exhaust of 
She Ki sila mods These design tricks boosted the 
Speed by almost 40 Em/ar, making the Model IIb a 
Beer performer than its Model Tia ster of afew 
‘months earlier. Tachikawa became the sole producer and 

‘preduction in May 1943, The ealy fal of 1943 saw 
the Ki 43-1 Hayabusa sat jo enter service in virtually 
‘every combat zone patrolled by the JAF. 


Fighting for its tife 

The deve of the Richthofen-like regimental commander 
floating protecively overhead, watching his. Japanese 
“Army Eagles desteoy hapless enemy opponent, Were 
‘over im the Pacife. Replacing them for 2 now harried 
JAAP were slashing attacks against jungle bases in New 
‘Guinea in which boobs were falling and strafing atachs 
were all but over before tbe Japanese pilots could even 
St to their aucraft. to Thailand and ‘Todo-Chioa, and 
orth into Ciioa sel, Allied bombers were miraculously 
Bombing Japanese installations while leaving local faci 
ies intact Over Burm the bate was 3 brutal pive-and- 
take North. to Manchoukuo the ‘potential battle, With 
the ‘Soviet Union was alwags there, but the game Was 
‘Ratting one And over Japan the TAF held ste breath 
Nothing. vet But somehow the inexorable return 0 
Japan and the need io defend the homeland became mote 
ofa reality day by doy 

Japanese defcoce was just beginning 10 firm up late in 
1943 and carly sp 1944, 4 time-consuming task consider” 
spe Dosti Rad tk pie amon o years ci 
‘New unit equipped with the sa soc asthe 20th 
Regiment’ at Lake Omi on Hoklaido: the sist and 


‘ 


28h at Ouki J at Bolu and the 


Ki ata and Ki 43-1 Apter 


fnormous defen 
New Hayabuna regiment 
Vocluding the"3Oth andthe 26th, the latter 


‘created from serch foclded 
ll serving. i 


ment received Hayabusa, 
and ‘Sst Regiments 


1m the beginning the tae 
rand 33nd and hed Regimen 

Lith Hayabusa Regime 
emed capable of holding the 
XC ateton an the 


Pas General MacArthur 


New Guinea and 


> New Guinea 


that i themselves failed. While the JAAF bad» difeclt 
‘oough lime getting tse transferred watts ino New Guinea 


2 them out. Unit’ pulled out of Manchoukuc inched 
Burma and ther immediatly to New Guinee, ‘THe 88 
ewer Kawavaht Ki 6 fghers Japan ist provided the 
3ékih Hayabusa Regiment, Yer by tne end of 1942 8 Wat 
fard vo find Japanere fphter over New Guinea, end 6y 
tearing of he once powcr TANT wt ee 
found before hey ot 2° chance to. take of” The 
tenplete teximents disappeared from everywhere but the 
JAAP records in Tokyo The 77th never Rew ma ue 
can, im wreckage stil xo be found'in the Jungs, The 
2i5iy and'aaihepments ‘were ofely: dbanded. ot 
JAAP Headquarter Tokyo on. August 40,1949" Other 
caving their Kl 43 aicraft behind’ them : 
The JAAP attempted to tolves pat ofthis balance by 
iso China from Toda: Eary tn 160s, Top 
Aram Lane Havabaas imerceped slow C6 and Coa? 
anspor im the raried aif over the mountains, JAAP 
lvemors tn Burmm were supported by stealing’ skeded 
Aircraft frogn Manchouiuo, Chroven and. Chin becpigg 
se canmalaed units at low strength, Them oo Narch 
h, 1944, an entire TAAF force-of twenty fighters and 
acen bombers was wiped out by American’ Pid and 
PSSI"Behters, wah de exception of one seurning Play 
toa. ‘The shattered plot told One sory of the bute God 
his survival over Radfo Tokyo in what fous be conudered 


4s mujor propaganda goot. By May 1944 a the Japanese 
drove hard toward Kohima, sweeps of up ta thuny 
Hayabusas over the Imphal rea supported the Japanese 
‘round forces. Ie was Japan's ast sigieant ofenne, for 
the’ front uitinacly collapsed and the JAF wat spt 

‘And “then things went from bad to worse. By now 
‘American bombers were over Japan. Te los of closet 
isinds would mean atthe bombers” woud soe be 
Accompanied by fighters: Aad the ewer, fate aod’ now 
Muaneuverabie Aled fighters were Hoccking ‘own the 
‘nimble Hayabuse in greater numbers. Yer the Ki 43 scien 
fill femlned “numerically the most imporuot Army 
figher tn Japanese sevice due wo is uncomplicated lang 
Production runs. and. model improvements, ‘The invasioe 
tthe Pitippiny, aod the defence of Japan, would boxh 
fod the Hayabusa in use in grener sumbery than any 
‘ther single “Army fighter type, primarily becane there 
Were so. many. ‘These final tat of Japan's resolve, wold 
Ultimately tap the JAAF of its strength while tiviual 
Hayabusa ‘unite ata pos would” demonstrate great 
‘courage tnd shill agninst far suonger enemy 


‘The last Hayabusa 
‘Nakajima’s production interest in the Ki. 43 ended with 
the conversion of the Ors lines to the later Ried Hayate 
Type 4 Fighter, ‘The Hayabuas increasingly became 8 
Tachikawa project. Late models of the Ki 3-1lb, begio- 
ning: around July” 1944, ‘had single exhaust stacks that 
further improved performance, These Ki 43-11-Kai models 
led the Way to the lst production model, the KL 3 
‘mounting the more powerful Nakajima HacliS-11 radi 
SC 190 hyp. After teting of some’ Nakajima ‘prototypes, 
the Ki 43-11a entered. production st Tachikaws i 
October 1944 with only a ‘aight drop in the Hayabuss 
Production rate hat was picked up within. thisty days 
Gver a thousand of these Models eventually reached sef- 
Vice, Tachikawa also experimented oa. its own with 
further model designed for ‘Home Tuland. Defence that 
Would carry (wo 20smm, cannon and have a more power- 
ful Mitsubishi Ha 112-11 engine of 1290 hip. Only two of 
these clip-winged Ki 43-1110 prototypes were Baile and 
testing was just underway, when the war ended.” The 
Ki. 43-1ila remained the definitive production model as 
Japan defended the remnants of its mperal holdings. 
The JAAF's master plan 1 block American invasion 
tnd eventual control of the Philippines Islands began 10 
take physical shape in the late summer of 1944. By the 
time the’ American landing had taken place at Leyte on 
October 19th, shifts had been made throughout the JAAP 
10 sirengthen the Philippines. Regiments were pulled out 
of New Guines, Burma, Thailind and China and sat to 
the 4th Air Arty in the Philippines with their Hayabusss 
‘ften supported by some of the hew KL 84 Hayate Righter, 
the Hayabusa replacement. These unite inloded the 1s, 
Mth, ih, 240k, 31st, 33ed and 65th regiments, 39 wel 
fs the 2th Independent Fighter “Company” "then’ in 
Sumatra. Hayabusa regiments transferred oat of ‘Japan 
inched the 20th from Formosa, the Sis 52nd, Sith, 


(Src, Tard and 246th out of the home islands, ax well ax 
the hastily crested 71st aod 72nd: Regiments. Mont of 
these unity reached the Philippines in late October of 
‘mid-November 1946 to face an enemy stronger in DuINe 
bers and. equipped with superior aircraft. The Japanese 
Jmes were staggering, and when some of the suring 
Unite were rotated back 10 Japan the following spring 
‘aly’ the pilots returned, their sireralt having been noane 
SSoned er lost in the batle, Some of the unity never made 
ix, and were terminated in the records months after the 
Cimpaign. ‘The 11th, 72nd and 73rd regiments, among 
‘thers, were completely decimated and cles av viable 
Sits “Typical wat the 30 Regiment, transferred twice 
in October and ‘November 1944) virtully destroyed in 
December, and finally returned to Japan asa skeleton force 
a May 1945. 

Enicwhere new challenges were facing the JAAF, with 
the itd. Haysbusn‘Repumeat putting’ up. short but 
Surong defence at Iwo Jima in February 1945, folowed 
the toughest fighting of the Pace War at Orinuws epi 
fing. in April Here. the 13th ‘Regiment, pulled: out of 
Gelebes; and the S20d, 63th, LOLs, 102nd_ and 204 
Hayabu ‘regiments, among others fought hard aod well 
gamit Allied “opposition. Lieutenant Kyoto. Ke 
top scoring. Japanese “ace of the Okioawa, catpay 
Wwhin over seventy reported “kill was a Hayabusa pl 
Many uncamed ‘and unknown Japanese “aces” earned 
their titles at Okinawa, only to be billed in action and 10 
femain snonymous. ‘The Hayabusa also made K debut 
‘ava Taiatai type at Okimawa, becoming one Of the most 
‘hed Army aircraft for sicide minions 

The final bastion was Japan ‘tell, The Hayabusa had 
proved to be notably unsuccessful against the “Ammereas 
5, yet many remained on station x day and night ghters 
for tie against escorting fighters and the Aled cxtiet 
aircraft then beganning to appear in numbers over Japan, 
Hayabusas atthe vatious taining schools throaphout 
Japan” also Goubled "as defence fighters: when an ‘alert 


sounded in ee areas. Tt was in these battlefields that 
the Hayabios saw ity last’ major combat. Home: Defence 
Unite Ain the Hlayabuna ‘nchided the: 20th, 1120 and 
Moth Regiments in the Middle Defence Sector: the 23d 
tnd 47dilin the Eastern Defence Sector, the Tist in the 
Western Defence Sector; with others cluding. the 30th, 
Sist Sao, Sth, 63th, 10hst, 1020d and 103d somedon 
fuviving the Philippines aod Okinawa campaigns to fight 
‘gain in the skies over Japan. tn Manchouue the 4th, 
Hbsth, 203ed and 204th Regiments sll ew Hayabusas 19 
face the Soviets and “Outer” Mongols in their rote 
modern Lavochkin and. Yakowlet fighters in'a bate tht 
listed less than a. week before Japan finally capialated 
and ended the fighting on August 15th, 1945, 
Foreign and Post-War Use 

"No Pacific War accent was more widely wed ot more 
Widely’ distributed haa the. Nakajima. Hayabusa series 
‘The fesut of this seographic disribusion was that the 
slscraft survived the War it some numbers and coatinued 
to be used after the defeat of Japan. 

Prime foreign user of the Hayabasa, and the only sir 


Gromer East-Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere “and 3 co 
Beligerent of Japan, the muisbenance of a separate sir 
force by ‘Thailand was of great propoganda value while 
:Vyomewhit limited tactical aset 10 Japan. In the spring 


HETSN fighters This also gave the Japanese the oppor- 
tunity 10 inflltawe the RTAF, already recognised as 8 
Fotbed it pro-Allied feeling within the Thal armed forces, 


Anda group thac had. litle sympathy with Japan's cause. 
JAAR "instructors worked with the “Amercan-edscated 
Thais, but they. were soon dismissed to eave the That 
pilots'oa their own. Ulsmately, the RTAF few a squad 
fon of the Hayabusa fighters in southern China ‘under 
JAA command, while others" were retained for’ the 


defence of Bangkok where they rately took 10 the al, 

‘When the war ended the ‘Thais shed: their sfcraft 
through 4 noemalzation proces, removing all evidences 
‘of wartime paint and insignia. The wartime ‘Thal insignia 
tage ue of the Japanese Hinomary on the upper Wing 
Surtsces, something the Thais would prefer not to remem= 
ber inthe postwar years The historic pre-war "Tht 
Foundel insignia was applied to the surviving Hayabusa 
fighters by the fire week in September, 1945, the airraft 
‘hemmelves Sow a natural dural “These fighter remained 
fn fire service untl the late 1940's when hey Were 
‘replaced with more modern Brita and: American types 

Tn the ‘Dunch East Todies the Hayabusa became the 
ane 


Ssrgeot force But up an air force out of wrecks found 
{the former JAF dump at Djakarta and elsewhere in 
the lands A number of Hayabutas, probably belonging 
fo the JAAP aed Regiment stationed at Medan in the 
dies when the war ended, served with the Indonesian 
fences berween 1946 and 1949, 

‘A number of Hayabuta Aighters were tying in Nation- 
alist Chunese colours after the war had ended. Others wert 
‘aptured by the Red Army of Ching forces as they spread 
{ito Manchuria in October 1945, They wore sed spot= 
scaly in Chuma's Cre War 

Posty the most unconventional wie of the Hayabusa 
was the Republic of France, Faced by arising Viet 


insurgency operations. ‘They were quickly replaced by 
more modern American aircraft ying’ under French 


sour. 
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AIRCAM AVIATION SERIES 
Each publication ilusvates one type ot major tub-types 
‘fg tamoue arcaft in the colour schemes and markings 
‘tthe Ai Fores ofthe Worl. Each sue wl contin eight 
ages of colour ude view fiuswatons, supporning black 
na whe plan view drawings showing where recess 
‘bot Upper and une surfaces, one hundred and twenty 
five hai-tone photograph. each issue wil ao contain 
‘ge ful colour plate ilugvating twenty examples of Unit 
inwigna of the World's Ar Forces. 
No.1 North American P-61D Mustang. 
In USAAF-USAF service. 
No. 2 Republic P-47 Thunderbolt. 
In USAAF-UBAF. RAF. Fee Franch French Ai 
Force. Menican. asian and ottwr Ait Forces, 
No. 3 North American Mustang Mk: IV. 
In RAF: RAAF, SAAF. RNZAF. RCAF vervice 
‘tha tie North American P-611 and D Muse 
‘tang in French, alan. Swedish: Royal Net 
Tend, Netherlands East Indies; Indonan; 
Taree, Phitpine:Deminican, Somali South 
Monean: Chinese National, Chinese Communit, 
(wee Ai Forces. 


No. 4 Supermarine Spitfire Mk. 1-XVL, Mertin 
Engine. 


in RAF. RAAF: SAAF: RCAF: USAAF: Belgian: 
Polen: Ceehosiovabian, Free French. Franch, 
Norwegian: R. Netherlands: R. Danish; tel 
Naan, Greek: Tunash, Portuguese. Egypton: 
‘Burmase ee. At Fees. 
No. § North American P-518/C Mustang. 
In USAAF service. Slat content to No. 1 but 
‘tit bet coverage ofthe P81 3nd A-36, 
No. © Curtiss (P-40) Kittyhawk Mk. LIV. 
In RAF, RAAF. RNZAF. SAP: CAF: Nether 
(Gage vat nates: Ruenian ana Finnish A Fre 
‘Tew Curtis P20 Warawa: wil be covered 
foro ave. 
‘Curtiss P80 Warhawk 
tn USAAF-French and Foreign service 
Supermarina Spitfire—Gritfon Engine 
‘Supermarine Spite Mi XIL-24 
‘Supermarine Seale Mie I-47 


or) 
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‘Spad Scouts 
‘Spad Scouts S.Vit and S.Xit 

Lockheed P-38 Lightning 

In USAF: French: alan: Chinese Nationait 


USMC: Aeronavale and CNAF service. 
‘Avra Lancaster 

in Unt Serwee 

Nakajima KiA3 

Ropublic F/RF-B4F Thundertlash/Thunder- 
streak 
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